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“It’s time to say goodbye, but I think goodbyes are sad  
and I’d much rather say hello. Hello to a new adventure. ”

~Ernie Harwell

Fun Fair
Fun Fair, our end-of-the-year celebration, is June 7, from 5:30-8:30 pm. There 
will be inflatables, obstacle course, a giant slide, rock climbing tower, carnival 
games with prizes, photo booth, dunk a 5th grader, food & drinks and a 
classroom themed-basket auction. Wristbands are $5.00 per child (adults 
free) and include all carnival games, balloon animals, airbrush tattoos, all 
inflatables, and the photo booth (food, drinks and dunk tank are $1.00 each). 
Please sign up to volunteer at http://bit.ly/2019FunFairVolunteer and get a 
free wristband for your child.

Restaurant Night
Our final Restaurant Night for the school 
year is Thursday, June 13, from 3:30-8:00 pm 
at Jim’s Frostie Treats, 1528 E. 11 Mile Rd.! 
Mention Keller, and they will generously 
donate 15% of sales! 

Packing Up
There is a lot of work that will be done at Keller this summer. To allow that to 
happen, many teachers, staff and the PTA will need to empty their rooms by 
June 14. Please sign up to help out http://bit.ly/YearEndPackingVolunteer

Crayon and Marker Recycling
Not sure what to do with your children’s used markers and crayons?  
Lora Holden has set up boxes in the volunteer room to collect them and  
will send them in to be recycled. 

1st Day School Supplies
Hey Parents, have you visited 1st Day 
School Supplies yet to purchase your child’s 
back to school kit? While you’re there, 
make sure to check out their selection of 
backpacks, lunch boxes and water bottles! 
Again this year, 1st Day School Supplies is 
excited to offer backpacks and lunch boxes 
from Vera Bradley and Jansport! These, coupled along with their offering of 
Under Armour accessories, makes your shopping experience even easier! 
Start your shopping by visiting the link: http://1stdayschoolsupplies.com/
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Important Upcoming Dates
No Late Starts in June!
June 4 –  5th Grade Exhibition 

and Concert, 6:00 p.m.– 
Gymnasium

June 7 – Fun Fair, 5:30-8:30 p.m.
June 10 –  PTA Meeting, 7:00 p.m. – 

Lily’s Seafood
June 13 –  5th Grade Field Trip to  

Red Oaks Waterpark
June 14 –  5th Grade Promotion 

Ceremony, 9:00 a.m. – 
Gymnasium

June 14 –  5th Grade Promotion 
Celebration Picnic, 11 a.m. 
– Starr-Jaycee Park

June 14 –  Last Day of School  
(half day) for students

2019 Mom-Son Event
This year’s Mom-Son Event is a 
special showing of Toy Story 4  
at MJR Troy on Sunday, June 30  
at 9:45 am. This event is for 
Keller boys and their moms  
(or other special person). If  
you would like to attend, please 
complete the form that was sent 
home recently and return it with 
payment for your tickets  
($7/person) or order your 
tickets via PayPal at www.
helenkellerpta.net/mother-
son-event by Monday, June 10. 
Any questions? Please contact 
Megan O’Shea at  
umgoblue96@aol.com.
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2018-2019 Year in Review
Thanks for making this a fantastic year for the PTA! We could not do so 
much without the help of dedicated PTA members and volunteers. Here’s a 
snapshot of all that was made possible by our community:
• Book Fair: Combined total sales of the Fall and Spring Scholastic Book Fairs 

were $19,631.02, with total profit and rewards from Scholastic of $12,459.45! 
Participation was 101% of enrolled students in the Spring and 81% in the Fall. 
Thank you to everyone who shopped the book fairs!

• Box Tops: This year Keller earned $955.90 from BoxTops for Education. 
The top class rooms for submitting were Mrs Proper in the Fall and a 
tie between Mrs Smith and Mrs Strong in the winter period. Each child 
received a bookmark. This summer, watch for the new BoxTops app. Some 
products will be going digital for submission starting in June!

• Cultural Arts & Education: The PTA fully funded seven assemblies this year! 
The year began in October when students learned cool facts related to 
the science of hot air balloons with the Re/Max Hot Air Balloon. Students 
then participated in the annual Michigan Cyber Safety Initiative/OK2Say 
assemblies in November. In February, Wolverine Will took students through 
Michigan history beginning 12,000 years ago and ending with Henry Ford’s 
inventions. The Secret Zoo author, Bryan Chick, kicked off March is Reading 
Month by sharing his unique experience on writing his books, revealing the 
writing process and encouraging the use of imagination. Students explored 
the emerging world of robotics in April when BOT! The Secret World of 
Robots visited. The Disability Awareness Workshop returned in May that 
allowed 3rd and 4th grade students to participate in hands-on stations to 
become more awareness of the challenges that people with disabilities face 
every day. Finally, a special surprise for all the kids was held on field day 
when the Detroit Pistons Extreme Team got the kids pumped up for the day.

• Facebook: Measuring our PTA page against the average performance of the 
44,502 pages analyzed via Agorapulse Barometer, we have a fans reached 
average of 35.5% vs the Facebook Pages average 18.60% (up from last year) 
and engagement 20.51% vs Facebook Pages average 6.71% (up from last 
year), and organic page reach 47.15% vs Facebook Pages average 35.68% 
(average % of users that each post reaches via non-paid methods/298 fans/
non-fans). Our monthly organic page reach (the number of people who 
had any posts from our Page enter their screen.) is approximately 10k 
users (high of 20K users) in the Oakland County area. Our monthly organic 
post reach (people who have liked, commented, or shared our posts) 
also averages approximately 5K users. We are up on “likes” from last year 
(632) vs. this year (742) so our audience is steadily growing. We’ve spent 
a total of $235 this year on Facebook/Instagram advertising. Cost per post 
engagement ranges from $0.02-$0.69 each. Please take a few minutes to 
“review” our PTA on the page, as this really helps.

• Family Dance: The theme this year was Grease! Students and parents 
worked extremely hard to practice and participate in another flash mob this 
year, and was a HUGE success! There were photo props, a costume contest, 
as well as paper plate awards to tie into the Keller creed. Music, dancing, 
lights and of course amazing, delicious food made this a night to remember!

• Green Team: Keller achieved Emerald status (the highest level), again this 
year, as acknowledged through Michigan Green Schools!

• Huskies Fun Run: The Keller community raised a record breaking $26,740 
in donations, earning the students the reward of seeing Mrs. Dryden kiss 
a pig. These funds pay or help to pay the costs of field trips, assemblies, 
teacher supplies, technology purchases, charitable contributions, family fun 
events and so much more!

2019-20 Executive Board
President: Megan O’Shea
Communication  
Vice President: Lisa Dougherty
Membership  
Vice President: Erin Alexander
Secretary: Katie Bonus
Treasurer: Carie Hooker
Historian: Jessica Cislo
Member at Large: Brooke Ryan

It Takes a Village
Thank you to the volunteers 
who work throughout the 
year to provide the PTA with 
ongoing events, activities and 
communication to our members:
Megan O’Shea, Greg Duenow,  
Carie Hooker, Andrea Hanley,  
Lisa Dougherty, Andrea Morrison, 
Marcie Dryden and Laura 
Stankiewicz for serving on the 
executive board.
Lindsay Halpin and Megan O’Shea 
for arranging the assemblies as part 
of Cultural Arts & Education
Sally Gilreath for designing and 
distributing the monthly newsletter, 
The Keller Connection.
Jessica Cislo for keeping up with  
the curb appeal of our school and 
pond area.
Lisa Dougherty for her countless 
Facebook posts, keeping us up to 
date on PTA communications.
Sally Gilreath for being the liaison 
for Fifth Grade Promotion activities.
Tressa Orthmeyer and  
Christine Rogers for their hard work 
on the Reflections Art Contest.
Jeannette McLeod for the  
marquee messages.
Sally Gilreath for coordinating all of 
our late start programs.
Melanie Macey and Patti Fritz for 
managing PTA memberships.
Melissa Berry for planning all of the 
Restaurant Night fundraisers.
Kathy Condit for representing Keller 
on the Scholarship committee.
Tressa Orthmeyer and Tricia Spong 
for ongoing work on Scholastic 
Reading Counts (SRC) program.



• International Food & Fun Festival: IFFF was celebrated Friday, March 1, 
2019. Our annual multi-cultural festival allows students and their families 
to sample foods from around the world, experience different cultures, 
enjoy a kids’ costume parade, family display booth, and experience the 
sounds and sights of international music and dance! Food & Entertainment, 
co-chaired by Jessica Cislo and Mary Johnson: The tasting room served 
over 500 guests, who enjoyed international themed, local flavors from 
Bigalora Wood Fired, Cucina Nick’s Country Oven, Wawel Royal Castle 
Polish Restaurant, Camelia’s Mexican Grill, Chicken Shack, Grecian House, 
Kavans Tavern, Kroger Sushi Bar, Pasquales, Pronto!, LC’S Asian Kitchen, 
WOW Express Mediterranean, M.C. Whiches, & Green Space. Entertainment 
representing America, China, Cuba, England, Greece, India, Italy, Japan, 
Mediterranean, Mexico, and Poland was provided by: Neil Jacobs, WSU 
Jazz Band, Gwiazda Polish Folk Dance, Tree of Life Drumming, Carpathia 
Youth Dance Group, Ardan Academy of Irish Dance, Detroit Federation 
Latin Trio, & Compañeros de Flamenco. Arts and Crafts co-chairs were Pilar 
Calderon, Ava Agalliu & Adriana Fry. Children created Maraca’s, Chinese 
Dragons, & Japanese origami frogs. Kids Raffle was chaired by Sheila 
Robine. Cookies were so delicious, the yummiest cookie table in the history 
of cookie tables sold out in an hour! Thank you to all the volunteers from 
setup to take down, food and entertainment, check in or serving, and 
making coffee and lemonade. We couldn’t have done it without you!

• Keller Connection: Hard copy monthly newsletters reached every family 
September through June.

• Late Start Programs: Young Rembrandts and Chess Wizards were both 
offered during late starts this year. Young Rembrandts offered four 
sessions: fall (six weeks), fall II (six weeks), winter (seven weeks) and 
spring (seven weeks). Chess Wizards offered three sessions: fall (12 weeks), 
winter (seven weeks), and spring (six weeks). New this year was Language 
Club offered by Bright Loritos. They held two sessions: fall (10 weeks) and 
winter/spring (13 weeks).

• Membership: This year we have 231 members, an 11% increase over last year!
• Mom 2 Mom Sale: Our November M2M sale was a great success!
• Pixie Shop: This yearly event was fun for shoppers and crafters alike. 
• Reflections Art Contest: Keller students are amazing artists and we celebrated their creativity during the PTA 

Reflections Art Contest again this year. We had 35 students participate this year, and they submitted 47 original 
works on the theme, “Heroes Around Me.” Their artwork covered five categories: Film Production, Literature, 
Music Composition, Photography, and Visual Arts. The artists were all celebrated in a school-wide assembly 
on January 16. The entries of 13 Keller artists were selected to represent our district at the state PTA level of 
Reflections. We are so proud of all of our Keller artists for being creative risk-takers! Next year’s theme is “Look 
Within,” so encourage your student to start looking for inspiration and ideas this summer!

• Reading Counts!: Keller students are super readers and we had most students (in 1st - 5th grades) participate in 
the Reading Counts! (SRC) program this year. At least 111 of those students read enough to earn SRC Point Club 
prizes! We had one student reach the 1,000 point club, and others are closing in on big point clubs as the program 
winds down over the final weeks of the school year. All together, Keller students read almost 36 million words 
in books with SRC quizzes this year! The first graders have the distinction of being the grade that read the most 
books with SRC quizzes (1,784 books total)! Our PTA provides and runs the SRC reading-incentive program for the 
school, and also provides the SRI program (Reading Inventory) which is a reading skills assessment tool used by 
our teachers. We encourage Keller students to keep track of the books they read over the summer so they can use 
those for SRC next fall.

• Restaurant Nights: We had eight restaurant nights this year. Families enjoyed nights out at Blaze Pizza, National 
Coney Island, Buffalo Wild Wings, McDonalds, Olgas, Vera Asian, Noodles & Co. 
and Jim’s Frostie Treats all while raising funds for Keller PTA.
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It Takes a Village (cont.)
Sally Gilreath for saving families 
trips to the store by offering them 
to order Keller School Supplies Kits.
Nancy Antwan and Andrea Hanley 
for bringing Keller Spirit Wear to  
our families.
Brooke Ryan for assisting all of 
our chairs to secure volunteers as 
Volunteer Coordinator.
Megan O’Shea for fundraising  
for the PTA by overseeing  
Ways & Means.
Lori Klopfenstein and Jenn Bud 
for cutting, sorting and sending in 
our Box Tops (and rewarding top 
classroom collectors).
Andrea Hanley for regularly 
updating the PTA website.
ALL of the volunteers who  
donated items and their time,  
talent or treasures throughout the 
year! The year would not be  
a success with you. 
There are many ways to support 
the PTA next year… become a 
dues-paying member, volunteer  
at events and chair a committee.  
Please email Michelle Vinluan 
(president@helenkellerpta.net) if 
you want more information.
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• Scholarship: Did you know our PTA contributes to a scholarship fund as a member of the Royal Oak PTA Council? 
This year, the Donald M. Currie PTA Memorial Scholarship committee made available eight $500 scholarships to 
students graduating from Royal Oak High School and Churchill Community High School!

• Silent Auction: We brought the Silent Auction online this year, offering four days of pre-bidding before the main 
event at the IFFF. Thanks to the generosity of the business and nonprofit communities and the enthusiasm of our 
Keller families, we raised $9,500! 

• Spirit Wear: Spirit Wear again offered Keller apparel during three online sales hosted by Triple Thread. We sold a 
variety of shirts, hats and jackets (both returning favorites and new items).

• Staff Appreciation: We fed the staff during the three nights of Conferences in the fall. We also sent each of them 
home with bread for Thanksgiving on Bread Day. During Teacher Appreciation Week in the spring, we set up a 
week’s worth of gifts, surprises, treats and a lunch. We capped off the week by sending each of them home with a 
pie for Mothers’ Day on Pie Day! 

• Summer Reading Program: Look for your K-4th grade child’s/children’s books to come home soon with details on 
incentives to participate.

• Sweetheart Dance: In April, Keller girls enjoyed an “Under the Sea” theme dance with a special person in their life.
• Talent Show: We held the third annual Keller Elementary Talent Show: The World is Our Stage, January 24, 2019 

at the Royal Oak Middle School auditorium. The show featured 22 MC’s, plus an additional 48 performances. 
There were 178 students and eight teachers/staff in the show! Each participant received a t-shirt, and a video 
recording of the show was available for purchase. We enlisted volunteers from the ROHS Drama Club & Keller 
alumni middle school students to assist with stage management during the performance. In addition to the 
show, we also supported fundraisers for the following groups: Keller Student Council flower sale ($178), proceeds 
went to support a charity of their choice; concession stand ($378.25), proceeds went to the 5th Grade promotion 
committee; pizza/water sales, proceeds went to the Royal Oak Children’s Choir; 50/50 raffle for the Keller PTA 
($256). Tickets were sold at the door and brought in $1,001.00.

• Unplugged Week: Held in January, Unplugged Week delivered five fun nights of family entertainment without 
electronics! Events included the Lovely Lyra Ladies in the Keller gym, Open Skate at Skate World in Troy, Open 
jumping at AirTime in Troy, Pool Night/free swimming at the Royal Oak High School, and a Family Game Night in 
the Keller cafeteria.

• Ways & Means/Fundraising: In addition to our two main fundraisers, there are several other ways we can 
raise money throughout the year. Check out all the ways you can earn cash for our school at https://www.
helenkellerpta.net/everydaysupport. Shoparoo: In the fall of each year, we are rewarded for our Shoparoo points 
from September 1 through August 31. In October 2018, we received a check for $385.59 points for our 192,795 
points. This year, we are currently at 92,305 points and just have three months to go - this year’s program ends 
August, 31, 2019. Download the Shoparoo App and snap your receipts all summer to help us earn points. Kroger: 
Make sure your Kroger card is registered with Helen Keller Elementary PTA for cash rebates to be sent to the 
school on a quarterly basis. This school year we have earned a whopping $894.24. Way to go, Kroger Shoppers! 
AmazonSmile: We have 85 shoppers supporting our PTA when they shop at www.smile.amazon.com. We have 
earned $159.12 the last three quarters from this program. 

Lost & Found
Please check out 

the Lost & Found: 
located by the 

Volunteer Room, 
across from the 

school cafeteria. 
ALL ITEMS 

REMAINING at 
the end of the 

school year will 
be donated.


