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“Education is the passport to the future,  
for tomorrow belongs to those who prepare for it today.”

~Malcolm X

Staff Appreciation Week
Staff Appreciation Week is here and we’re celebrating 
some of our favorite people with gifts, lunch, snacks and 
PIE! Please visit Helenkellerpta.net/staff-appreciation to 
see how you can help – we are looking for a few volunteers 
to help with the arrangements each day and most 
importantly, we need 75 pies to share with our staff. You may bring your own 
pie on Pie Day, Friday, May 10, or order by May 8 and we’ll deliver a perfect 
pie from Achatz Handmade Pie Co. directly to school for you!

Disability Awareness Workshop – Volunteers Needed
On Friday, May 17, Keller’s 3rd and 4th grade students will participate in a 
Disability Awareness Workshop. This workshop is a hands-on, activity-based 
experience. The main objective of the workshop is to help children become 
more aware of the challenges that people with differences face every day.
We need 20 - 22 volunteers for this program to be successful. You will run or 
co-run an activity station through which the students will rotate. You do not 
have to be related to a student in one of these grades to participate. 
On Thursday, May 16, the developers of the workshop will hold a brief, 
90-minute training for volunteers from 6-7:30 p.m. in the Keller gym, where 
the workshop will be held. This training is highly recommended for the 
volunteers to learn the material for the following day, but is not mandatory if 
you have a conflict. Free childcare will be provided during the training. 
Find more information and the online volunteer sign-up here: www.
helenkellerpta.net/volunteer.

Coffee with the Coordinator
Mrs. Daunt, Keller’s International Baccalaureate Coordinator, 
is hosting her last monthly session of the year on Friday, May 
17, 8:20-9:20 pm. Please join her to enjoy a warm drink while 
discussing all things IB. RSVP by email Kara.daunt@royaloakschools.org or by 
calling 248-542-6500, x3010.

STEM Fair
The 2019 STEM Fair is being hosted at Royal Oak High School Learning 
Commons on May 18, from 9:30-11:30 am. It is designed for upper elementary 
aged girls who are interested in Science, Technology, Engineering and Math. 
Students will get to come learn STEM in a fun way with hands-on activities to 
explore the awesome world of STEM. This is open to the public and it’s FREE! 
Please register at Tinyurl.com/ROGIRLSINSTEM

Important Upcoming Dates
May Late Starts: 1, 8, 15 & 22
May 6-10 – Staff Appreciation Week
May 10 –  Mother-Son Event  

(off site, TBA)
May 13 –  PTA Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 

– Media Center. Free 
childcare provided by  
the PTA!

May 17 –  Disability Workshop for 3rd 
& 4th graders– Gymnasium

May 22 – Field Day, 1:15-3:00 p.m.
May 27 – Holiday, No school.

No Late Starts in June!
June 4 –  5th Grade Exhibition 

and Concert, 6:00 p.m.– 
Gymnasium

June 7 – Fun Fair
June 10 –  PTA Meeting, 7:00 p.m. – 

Lily’s Seafood
June 13 –  5th Grade Field Trip to  

Red Oaks Waterpark
June 14 –  5th Grade Promotion 

Ceremony, 9:00 a.m. – 
Gymnasium

June 14 –  5th Grade Promotion 
Celebration Picnic, 11 a.m. 
– Starr-Jaycee Park

June 14 –  Last Day of School  
(half day) for students
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Field Day Volunteer Opportunity
Field Day is May 22 from 1:15 pm - 3:00 pm, and 32 
volunteers are needed! (Rain date: May 23, 2019.) If 
you are interested in helping, please watch for the slip 
that was sent home with your child. If you have any 
questions or concerns, please feel free to contact Mr. 
Potter via email at david.potter@royaloakschools.org 
or by phone (248) 542-6500, x1087. This event cannot 
happen without volunteers to help with the games. Thank you!

Keller Elementary PTA Spring Cleaning
The PTA Grounds and Beautification committee is looking for volunteers to 
help with spring cleaning in the gardens. We will be meeting on Thursdays 
in May. Volunteers may sign up at https://tinyurl.com/y3y4qraa0. Garden 
projects are listed with sign up times. All Volunteers are welcome, however, 
some of these projects require muscle and may not be suitable for small 
children. Specialist needed for Plumbing and Electrical Consultation! We are 
looking for advice on the pond filtration system, and the outdoor electrical 
post needs to be replaced. If you have knowledge of pond filtration systems 
or are a plumber or electrician please contact Jessica Cislo at jessie23448@
gmail.com to schedule a time to review these projects.

Restaurant Night
Our final Restaurant Night for the school 
year is Thursday, June 13, from 3:30-8:00 pm 
at Jim’s Frostie Treats, 1528 E. 11 Mile Rd.! 
Mention Keller, and they will generously 
donate 15% of sales! 

1st Day School Supplies
Hey Parents, have you visited 
1st Day School Supplies yet 
to purchase your child’s back 
to school kit? While you’re 
there, make sure to check out 
their selection of backpacks, 
lunch boxes and water bottles! 
Again this year, 1st Day School 
Supplies is excited to offer 
backpacks and lunch boxes 
from Vera Bradley and Jansport! 
These, coupled along with their offering of Under Armour accessories, makes 
your shopping experience even easier! Start your shopping by visiting the 
link: http://1stdayschoolsupplies.com/

School Finance Research Collaborative
This group was developed to collect data 
on proposed changes to funding. Please 
visit their website for information on 
their findings and to sign up for ongoing 
communications www.fundmischools.org

2019-20 Executive Board
The following slate for 2019-20 
Executive Board members has been 
presented and will be voted on at 
the May PTA meeting:
President: Megan O’Shea
Communications  
Vice President: Lisa Dougherty
Membership  
Vice President: Erin Alexander
Secretary: Katie Bonus
Treasurer: Carie Hooker
Historian: Jessica Cislo
Member at Large: Brooke Ryan

Monthly Volunteer Raffle
Congratulations to Sally Gilreath 
for winning May’s PTA volunteer 
raffle for volunteering at the Book 
Fair and being a Book Fair co-chair. 
Sally won a $50 Fun Card to CJ 
Barrymore’s! Thank you to Sally and 
to all our volunteers. Interested 
in being in next month’s raffle? 
Volunteer at a PTA Event!

Community Opportunity
The Royal Oak Memorial Society 
needs volunteers to help clean 
Veterans’ graves from 10 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m., May 4, May 11, and May 
25 at Oakview Cemetery in Royal 
Oak. Volunteers should bring their 
own gardening tools. Need more 
information? Call 248-543-8420.

Michigan PTA Advocacy
The Michigan PTA does a lot to 
support and speak up for children–
in schools, in communities, and 
before government bodies and 
other organizations that make 
decisions affecting children. For 
more information or to sign up for 
ongoing advocacy communication, 
please visit the Michigan PTA 
website. https://www.michiganpta.
org/advocacy.html


